
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
April 2014 
5 NW Region State Large Group AE 

Applications and Payment Due 
12 D3 JH Large Group AE Applications 

and Payment Due 
 
May 2014 
2-3 NW Region State Large Group AE at 

Findlay (Band) and Van Buren 
(Choir) 

5 D3 Spring Meeting – Elida High 
School Band Room 7:00 PM 

9-10 D3 JH Large Group AE - Parkway 
 
 

 
For more dates, go to the  

District III website: 
 http://www.district3omea.org 

Our Google Calendar will have the 
most up-to-date information. 
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Mother Nature sure has 
kept things interesting this 
year.  I hesitate to say 
Spring is here, because as 
soon as I do, we’ll get 
another polar vortex.  Ain’t 
nobody got time for that! 

As I write this newsletter, 
we’re getting ready to tear 
another page off the 
calendar, and move from 
March into April.  Before we 
know it, the end of another 
school year will be here.  If 
you’re like me, you’re not 
counting down the days 
remaining, but rather the 
events remaining.  You may 
be in the midst of 
preparations for the high 
school state large group 
event or junior high school 
large group event, spring 
concerts or general music 
programs, music banquets, 
spring recruitments and 
fittings for instruments, 
graduation, or  Memorial 
Day Ceremonies, just to 
name a few.   

For some of you, it may be 
the last time you’ll cross 
these events off your list.  If 
you’re one of the individuals 
retiring at the conclusion of 
this school year, 
congratulations and best 
wishes as you begin a new 
adventure in your life. 

For those of us who are not 
retiring, hopefully the 
summer break allows you 

From the President –  Another Year Winds Down  
some time and 
opportunities to recharge 
the batteries and refresh 
before the start of another 
academic year.  Whether it 
be traveling or attending a 
workshop, gardening, going 
to a concert or a baseball 
game, or sitting on the porch 
with good friends, I hope 
you find time to do 
something you enjoy, and do 
those things we aren’t 
necessarily able to do 
during the school year.   

Before we close out the year 
though, I hope you will 
make plans to attend the 
OMEA District III Spring 
Meeting on Monday, May 
5, at 7:00 PM in the Elida 
High School Band Room.  
At this meeting we will 
approve the final version of 
the calendar for next year, 
and discuss anything else 

for the good of the district.  
We will also be having an 
attendance drawing at the 
conclusion of the meeting.  
I hope to see many of you 
there! 

Best of luck to those 
ensembles who will be 
participating in the OMEA 
High School Large Group 
Events the last weekend in 
April, and first weekend in 
May, and to those 
ensembles participating in 
the OMEA Junior High 
Large Group Event at 
Parkway on May 9 & 10. 

It has been a pleasure to 
serve you all this year as 
your district president.  
Thank you all for a great 
first half of my term.  I look 
forward to another 
outstanding year in 2014-
2015.          
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OMEA All-State Children’s Chorus  

Applications are now being 
accepted for the first OMEA All-
State Children’s Chorus.   
Students who apply and 
audition for the chorus must be 
public or private school 
students in grades 4 and 5 
during the 2014-2015 school 
year, and whose teachers are 
members of OMEA.   

Applications and audition 
recordings are to be submitted 
electronically through the 
Acceptd, Inc., website, along 
with a $10.00 application fee.  

Applications and auditions will 
be accepted from April 1, 
through May 31, 2014.   

Notification to accepted students 
should be sent out by mail on 
August 1.  Regional rehearsals 
will take place in the months of 
September and October, with the 
performance being held October 
18, at Capital University.   

If you have any further 
questions, please contact the All-
State Children’s Chorus Chair, 
Jodie Ricci (jricc@hawken.edu)  
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Information is available on the OMEA 
website, and the portals are now open if 
you are interested in submitting an 
application for presenting a clinic, 
having your performing ensemble 
perform, or have students who wish to 
audition for one of the All-State 
Ensembles at the 2015 OMEA 
Professional Development Conference, 
at the brand-new Cleveland Convention 
Center.   

If you would like to submit a clinic 
proposal, you will be directed to a 
proposal portal.  Follow the directions 

OMEA Professional Development Conference Applications  

 
on the page for logging in.  Once your 
proposal is submitted, you will receive 
a confirmation email.  Proposals must 
be submitted by June 1, 2014.   

If you are interested in having your 
ensemble be considered for performing 
at the 2015 conference, you should 
download the application materials 
from the OMEA website.  You will need 
to fill out the application, and prepare a 
recording of 3 selections, representing a 
variety of styles.  The application and 
recording should both be sent to Roger 
Hall, and postmarked no later than May 

31, 2014.   

Auditions for the 2015 All-State 
Ensembles at the professional 
development conference will once again 
be exclusively online.  Applications 
submitted through the postal service will 
not be considered.  OMEA will once again 
use the Acceptd website for submission of 
materials.  Please check the OMEA 
website to make sure you have the 
current audition requirements.  
Applications and audition materials must 
be submitted online by May 31, 2014.      

 

OMEA will once again this summer be 
holding the Charles H. Benner 
Leadership Academy.  The event will be 
returning to the Deer Creek State Park, 
and run from July 7-9, 2014.   

As someone who has attended in the 
past, this is a great workshop.  You learn 
a great deal about the workings of OMEA, 
and meet individuals who are, or will be 
leaders of our organization at the 

Charles H. Benner Leadership Academy  
district, regional, and state level.   

If you are interested in attending, please 
send me an email 
(ryan.yahl@newbremenschools.org), and 
I will forward your information along to 
Jim Dowdy.   

There is no cost to participants in this 
workshop.        

  

 

THREE TO THE BAR – SPRING 2014 

 

 

 

 

  

Don’t forget – you can also 

connect through: 

Facebook: OMEA District III 

Twitter: @OMEADIII 

Text alert system: register online 

through the D3 website, 

http://www.district3omea.org 

 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to our own Dane 
Newlove (retired Director of Bands, St. 
Marys City Schools, and former District 
III President), on being selected as the 
new Adjudicated Events Vendor.  Dane 
will now be the person to contact when 
you need to order AE supplies, or 
medals and pins for your students.  
Congrats, Dane!  OMEA made a great 
choice.    

Congratulations to Patricia Meeks, and Rick 
Eakin.  As of July 1, Pat will conclude her 
term as OMEA State President, and Rick as 
OMEA State Treasurer.  Pat will continue to 
serve as a member of the state board for 
two more years as the Immediate-Past 
President.  Congratulations to Pat and Rick, 
and thank you for your service to the 
organization at the state level!   
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